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Locomotive Starts Right
Off When It Feels
" French Track

RAILROAD SETS ARMY PACE

F-orty Thousand Men Keep 1,500
Engines, 5,000 Cars Moving
from Ocean to Trenches

Out of the holds of ovenn liners moored
tn docks at Frenel ports the elaws of
giant cranes are ifting 130-lon Joco-
motives and swinginz them onto tracks
Blueoverailed men otimb into the eabs
of those lovomotives, water pours ints
their boilers, fires bluze under the steam
tubes, throtties are pushed open and
oguls from Ameriean frunk luoes start
for the middle of Prunee before the
change of the tide that haps the doek
piling. It Is as shople ax running an
antomobile out of 4 hox ear and xturting
it away under its own pofer,

Forty thousand Ameriean soldiers and
1,500 Amerivan officers today ure operatls
ing one ithousand Amerienn locomotives
and  five thousand  Ameriesn  frefght
cars—is bix as the tunuels of the coun-
try will give clearanee—over 5000 wmiles
of raibway track in Prance.

And in July one yenr 2go (wo men <al
at a tabie under the trees along a boule-
vard in a city of France talking over
thie plans for the Ameriean Army's rail
rond-to-hg in France.

Today the railvonds that grew out of
those plans are hauling every day a load
of 60 pounds for every soldier of the
Ameriean Army in France—hauling a
lond for every man as heavy uas his
marching pack, amd doing It every day
i the year

All the Rail Stars

Sitting at desks in a cortain stone
bullding in France- -in oz bareseks, in
rooms where Frenel soldiers anee slept-~
are # hundred or more men whose names
were at the tep of the roll of pen e
Amertea's railroad achiovements,  Gen-
eral superintemdonts, tratiie  manncoers,
terminal  superintendents,  presidents
and vice presidents,  chief  ensineers,
frejeht,  pussenger,  construetion  and
malutenanee oxperts, are enrolled in the
rallroad of & year's erestion, warking in
Army unommit‘ for a1 roid wheose l«-!-
ter-heads earry nn Hsts of execentives,
The doors of thelr offlees hear the titles
of general and colonels, majors and eap-
tains and Heuwtenante, Hohind themw they
Teft five-figured salavies. A miodest ey
tenant colonel was the numsger of an
Ameriegn efiy, a pence-time job  that
pald him $15.000 a yenr beenuse he poo
fused to take more.

And night and day alonz the 5000
miles of trackage—more Than the main
Hnes of the Pennsylvanin .  the 300060
soldlers of the Army Trausportation Do
partment go on with their regular jobs,

They are pushing shetbhnfen ears up
to the farthest rallhead wnder the cover
of night. They are coaxing Inhoripg
enplues and loandad trains up  sleep
grades and through tunnels all the way
from the ocenn to the Army centers up
along the rivers with fammis mumes.

All Depends on the 40,000

Quurtermaster and ordnance suppfes,
the bagenge of overy officer and man,
the steel givders, the timbers, the con-
crete amd the conl for the work up
ahead, are all'dependent on the work of
the 40,000 Folf of the 40,000 sve at
work along the huge docks at the new
ports the American Army has created in
Franee.

And thess rallroad men a year ago
were st the throttles, on tha tenders
and the “crummies” of freight trains
moving past the snow lines over the
Rockies; on the trans-continental truuk
Hue fivers; running through the plaing
of Texas and the waoods of Oregon or
Maine: in the classifieation yards of
Clevelnnd, Chicago, Kansas City and
New York; in the roundbouses of Iitis-
burgh and Omaba and New Orleans,

Todny they are soldiers, and more
than in name ouly. They learned in
the unwritten but stern ende of pracii-

eal raflronding all ahent arders. They
had been uxed o making out orders

amd acting on them for years.
Unloading 63 Ships at Once
The world has alrendy been {old how
30 ports with miles of doeks, gigantie
unlonding  machinery, warehouses and

eold storage plauts, are being bronght
o
some

ships
In

into heing. so that 63 hig
be unlomled simulinneousty.
harbors where boats of great
must stay in ehannels lightees mn
used. A record of unmloading 30K72
tons in ene day wax recently nade ot
one of the por An unlomding erane,
one that was standard on the Great
Yakes for handling mountains of ore
befween vessels and raiirond ecars, was
re-deslgned with o pain in capacity for
work of aimost one-third,

So fast are vossels pow unioaded sl
started on thelr return Jouruey  that
there are now in the Lelds of biz Jiners
tous of railroad nnu nud steel, nsed as
bali! that s paveled  baek  and
forth over the A wven ar edsht
times, Time ean't be yy d 1o unload
it, and anyway its use as necessary hal
lats i ])rulmm\ as argent as the ase
for which it was destined in Franee,

The time saving extends to the freight
ears and lovomotiv By the Ameri-
ean vt choeking o em oflicers Know
always where any p.nn('nhu eip ik oat
any time of the day, what it is leaded
with, and when it will be nvailabie for
new e,

French Lines Enlarged

To work effiviently the Pransportation
!)(-nurnm-m s had to enbivee mmny
ting  French dines and  terminals,
ay- 100-pound  rails iustend of the 60
and SO-pound  onex of some of  {he
French lines, and extablish big shops.
Antamerienn car-building company has
bauilt 2 huze plant in Franee where it s
erecting freight ecars for the povers-
ment at actual cost. The wheels, beans
and other parts of the cars come over
“Enocked down”

One freight yard established in France
has 257 miles of sidings apd this will

:i»

- be dwarfed by unother which will have

400 miles.

The railroad officers say they found
the physical condition of the ¥rench
ratlways they took over remarkably
good considering the war use they had
seen. More than 1,000 miles of pew
track were laid to connect up existing
Treneh lines which had to be changed
for big locomotives, and 80-ton ears,
instead of ten-ton ones. The use of
air brakes, standard on Amecrican

was a to French
raiirond men of the old school. Special
water tanks had to be constructed for
the bix locomotives, Scoop water-
troughs hefween the tracks are 1o be
bulit, ‘Frains of unheard of length are
heing sent over French Hnes, and tun-
nel clonrances are about the only limit
4 hie nossibilities of Improving service.

Iting frightened Fritz

But we hit the warchouse early and we quite the warehouse late.

And there ain’t no G.0. limits on the speed we truck the frefght, .
We don’t hike along the roadway in them iron derby bats

While the shrapnel punctuates the breeze and gay floats o'er the flats;
We just dodge the failin' cases und we slap them buck on high,

For it's just a pile o’ pilin’ ih the Service of Supply.

No, we ain’t no snappy soldiers, and our daily reund of drills
Includes o lof of movements minus militury thrills;

Rut we drill Them bloomin’ boxcars, double timin’ on the bends,
And we slam them full of boxes till they're bulgin' at the ends.
We ain’t gniped no Frifzie snipers, and we ain’t wreeked no tanks,
And we don’t go dashin’ forward with the over-thinnin® ranks,
RBut some night-we gets an order for a shipment ou the fly,

Then we plug right through till niornin’, In the Service of Supply.

We ain't had no dugout movies, nor a Charlie Chaplin lnugh;

We ain’t got po handsome colonel with his neat and nifty staff,

Nor g hrave and fearless captain with a flashing sword and gun .
To yell, *Now, up and uat “em, hoys!
1L sonring round in biplanes punching holes in Boche bulloons,
25 by buttalions and platoons,

wen they yell, “Rush order!” then we get around right spry;
For the boys are up there waitin'—on the Service of Supply.

We've got 'etn on the runi”

C. C. SmanveLTER, Sgt., S.C.

SOUR GRAPES DIET

Newspapers Find Cause
for Rejoicing in Reduc-
tion of Salient

ALMOST GLAD TO GET OUT

St. Mihiel Is Abandoned “Without
Losses Worth Mentioning,”
Says Cologne Gazette

terman conmment on the redurtion of
the 3t Mihiel salient naturally atfenpis
1o belittle the importance of the aperi-
tion, and insists that the enemy high
vommand had long been preparing to
evacuate it and retire to strong defense
positions on o straighter front some dis-
tinee Lo the rea

The Alled press nuiversally huas made
the obvious reply to this statement-—that
It the Germans were so glad to give up
the salient, and were fully prepared to
do so, why did they leave so many
thousand sorely needed troops inside it
ax purt of the American booty?

It fs pointed omt that, owing to the
shaper of the 8t Mihiel hernia, the
enemy had, ever sinea he entered It four
years ago, niturnlly envisaged the pos-
sibility of an attack on the flanks that
would ni i3 n'u!lim: it off. but that it
is 1ot ne v to bellttle the American
performuance by supposing be gave it up
eheerfually, or “ould have given it up at
i if he had not been compelled to,

“Especially the Americans®

Phe Frankfort Gazetle vefers to this
suppoxed voluntury evacuation of the
salient nnd adds:
“Fver since the vie
Verdun relas
position nt St Mihi
of great fmporta
talde (hat the ov
adversaries, espe
with the chanee to pr
as a considerable taet
new link in the ehain espeeially nee,
aecording to the Awmerioan conumunigae,
the haul of prisoners does not appear to
huye hoen small,
“The enemy attaek, which was cer-
tainly well preparwd, failed in its chief

clamped abont
ure, the German
4 no longer heen

the Ameri
nt the opel
4l snee

alm, which wus the encireting of the
Germmn forces. It cannot be denied,
however, thiat it Is now the cnemy whe

has the initiative, n
evident by the eony
faeks toward Cambirai™
The Xtrasshury Post also
1Htle Hu- epeention by
[RIET

ix agting made
ation of the at-

ks to he-
ping o the
vaunted willingness to evaenate

the ient.
“The attaek lw(\wvu the Meuse :uu]
Movelle,”™ it Cwis net aoserprise,

Naturally b alient could not hold ont
against o grand attack: further, its
cistlon hidd been prepared for sev.
eral weeks aoo’

Back to Prepared Positions
An nlln'ml German version of the at-

el luu.' heen
e front broke
nericin

the Nt AMibh satient,
wits  expeeted,  and  the
-\ ctttion of 1he  complete OXPased

<attient had been in provess of execittion
for several dars. The Geromns now
weeupy positions prepared long sinee on
the chord of the are”

The Colugne Gaictte provides this
doubtful ermgh of comfort:

“The fervain beingg unfavorable for
mrest battie, we have abandoned it with-
ol Jos warth mentioning.”

Tlhe  Rhine-Westphalio  Guaelte
sends an even brivhier pictnre:

“We lnve, ks 1o the suppression
of the salient, ttered our positions
il sbortened our line, which permiis
us toincrease eousiderably onr resist
e ta the enom

300 FEET IN 5 DAYS
IS BARRACKS RECORD

35 Engineers Slam Up
Shacks With Moving
Picture Speed

nro-

When it comes to speed yoir ean't do
very much aking away from what 35
men of Company Q. Fnurs, put ovey
ol wook not Iung HEO,

They blew into a littie burg in Pranee
one Monday evening about 7 o'clock,
amd the next morning aboun! 9 o'clock
they sfarted in.  When they left town
suturduy afternoon abour 3 o'clock they
had built three new barracks, 100 feet
fong by 20 feet wide.

Not only did they put up the
racks; they put them up -wnt of
material,  They built the =ides, and
built the roof, having te ent all the
rafters. Then they had to pline down
the sashes, cover the building with i
paper, both sides and roof, and put ois
cloth in for the windows,

It was a large order and a yrush one,
but although they had to carry 1the
lumber all the way from there io heih
angone—the three barracks buildings
were in different paris of the town--
they finished thelr job and sticked wup
all the premises in less than four and u
half days. Then they,moved on to the
next job.

“We nre just a bunch of Fnzineers
that do anything that there is to be
done auywhere” is the way that one of
the gang of 33 puts it, in a letter o thix
neswspaper.

bar-
raw

FOR GERMAN PRESS|

SOFT DRINK WARNING
T0 SERVICES OF A.L.F.

Soda and Various Table
Waters Are Not Always
What They Seem

“BILL'S BUG JUICE” BANNED

Cantcen Drinks Must Be Submitted
to Medical Officer Before Dise
tribution to Army

Mauy things set before the eyes of
the American in France. unprotected by
. Wiley and the ure Fool and Drugs
Aot § 10t what they seem, One of
those is water,

The Chief Surgeon, $.0.8., has been
investizating table waters, soda waters
and other lignid solace for dry throats
sold or distributed by the various serv-
fees cntoring to the wants and thirst
of the ARP. The congequence is a
circular letier of warning and instrue-
tion to the Y.M.CA, K. of C, ARC,
and Y.W.

To begm wmx, the Chief Surgeon
found that many fable waters, widely
sold, for some of which medicinal prop-
erties are claimed and for all of which
purity is advertised, contain “such num-
bers of intestiual bacterln ag to he
unsafe for us.™ Then it was found that
soft drinks are not uncommonly prepared
with water not marked “water for
drinking™ or not chlorinated. and are
therefore unsuitable, and forbidden, for
sokdiers,

The iugredients added to these waters
in mnking the soft drinks do not connter-
act the pollation. A variety of drink
made with 8 raspberry syrup and seld hy
one Y.AMLCA. eanteen under the name
of “Bii's Bug Juice™ was found to be
all that its nume implied. ‘Fhe Chief
Nurgeon's office isn’t sure that it is BRil'y,

] DUt is certain that it is somebody's bug

Julee,

The Chief Surgeon’s letter informs the
four services that, before offering for
sale any waters or drinks, bottled or
otherwixe, 1o the AF.¥., they must sub-

Lt samples to the memml officer re-

sponsible for the sanitation of the dis-
trict  in which

| the  distribution is
ainfemplated, und  thai, it necessary,
laborntory examinations will be made to

extablish the eharaeter of the moist stuff
in guestion.

HIS IDEA OF HUMOR

“They tell me Private Wag has quite
a4 reputation as a humorist.,”

“Humorist hell! Ilis idea of a good
Joke is 1o write “Yex' every time a form
s1vs *Raok ™

TIFFANY &Co

15, Rue de 13 Paix and Place de £Opéca

PARIS

LONDON, 223, Regent Sfreet, W.
NEW YORK, Fifth Avenue and 37t4 Street

him recently by a former officer of his
when he wag stationed at a base port.

It seems that the major hnd attempied
to secure from the French auvthorities a
large usnused market house for the as-
sembling and repair of auto! iles. On
account of the increase in WOrk at the
station, the big building was very badly
‘-needed, and the major brought all hig
diplomacy into p!uy to secure it from
the French. He is no mean diplomat
and his bag of tricks is large, but he
finally gave up the guest after he had
bumped up against the polite refusals
and “¢'est lmposslble" of all the local
officinls, high and low.

The junior officer whé succeeded him
was of the go-getter type, too, and he
also made up his mind that the station
needed that building and must have it.

He went over the same route as the
major and a_little farther. In fact, he
didn’t stop, It is said, vutil he had
reached the President of the French
Tepublic and impressed him with the
fact that the final victory of the Allies
would be retarded quite & bif unless the
AJBF. sccured the use of the market
house right way. And he got it, al-
though with a number of conditions and
restrictions.

The first thing he did was to bave one
of the keys of the house, the regular
French kind thar requires a good sized
boy to earry around, goldplated and
mounied on green baize like a trophy.
Then, he sent it to the major with n
ittle plague on which was inscribed,
to the markel house we couldn’t

get.”

The wajor ha
of hix office now
can really get anvihing nf you go high

hanging on the wall
« a reminder that you

enongh,

“Phere are some blamed good heads in
this A.E.F. outfit,” said the barber in a
big buse hospital. “1 mean well shaped
heads.” It i8 his Job to give the boys
the “all over” as they leave their beds
and get around.

“And that's the reason T have noticed
the heads so much lately,” snid the hos-
pital barber. “Over in the States, I
trimmed hair in one of the biggest shops
in the east, where all the big moguls of
the city bad their barber work done.
T have studicd heads some and I want
to say that the average head over here
i# on & pur with any of the old heads [
used o dress up. A great many of the
AE.F, men have squareheads. They're
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front now. They are not blockheads,
understand, but good old American heads
that begin at the shoulders and go
strajght up.”

There are & number of Artillerymen
now on the front swho are smoking
“other pem)\e s" tobuceo. This is the

the ¢l of an Artil-
lery brigade recently arrived in France,

The new Artillery, before leaving
America, thought to stow away in their
harness bags an extra supply of tobacco
and cigarettes. They were farsighted in
a way, but they didn’t see far enouvgh,
because all the harness of the brigade
was turned over to other organizations
at the front upon its arrival over here.

“It's a little old world after all,” eom-
mented an Artillery corporal as he
accidentally ran into his father, a
Y.M.C.A. Secretary, recently a reverend
in Columbus, Ohlo.

The corpural was in a Y.M. cantéen
line when he noticed a familiar fuce
behind the counter.

“That bird looks like some one I knew
over in the States,” he said. He cor.
tainly did.

American Ixpress oflicials in one
branch in France say the enlisted men
are bapking more money per man than
the officers. Well, well!

HOTEL
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Gillette U.S.

Service Set

PACKETS of new Gillette Blades-—-’each
Blade wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope—bright, smooth, sharp and clean,

can be obtained at all dealers in France, England,

Russia, lialy, Canada and sll other parts of the

world.

PRICE OF GILLETTE BLADES

Packet of 12 Blades v wa a0
Packet of 6 Blader

6 Francs
e ua 3 Framce

-

Fo be had at A.EF. & Y.M.C.A. Canteens

or

at all Dealors in Franee.

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR. S A., 17s Rue La Boitie, PARIS




